
COURSE MATCH

Your personal scheduling agent



Course Match In Three Terms:

Course Selection

In Fall 2017, the Wharton MBA program is offering 

90 different courses,

in 300 different sections, 

to 1,700 students.

How can one determine schedules in a way that is fair 

to all students? 



Course Match In Three Terms:

Possible Solutions

Auction

Bidding Point System

First come first serve

School decides
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Course Match In Three Terms:

Fairness



Course Match In Three Terms:

Budget
A predetermined number of tokens used to purchase sections 

Clearing Prices 
‘Prices’ assigned to sections based on supply and demand

Utilities

Your relative desire for specific sections 

Course Match in three terms…



Students report their section utilities

…and three steps

Course Match establishes clearing prices for each

course and buys schedules for each student

A drop/add period allows final adjustments to 

schedules



MAKE IT WORK 

FOR YOU



Fixed and Flex Core

Fixed Core

MGEC 611 & 612

MKTG 611

STAT 613/621

Fixed Core (Course Match)

WHCP 611

WHCP 612 or 615

Flex Core

MKTG 612 or 613

OIDD 611, 612, 613, 614 or 615

ACCT 611, 613 or 612

FNCE 611, 614 or 612

FNCE 613 or 615

MGMT 611 or 612

LGST 611 or 612

Use Course Match to Register



STEP 1: 

Report your utilities



STEP 1: 

Report your utilities

(100 x 1) = 100

For a 1 CU course…

(100 x 0.5) = 50

For a 0.5 CU course…

1. Utilities are weighted by a course’s credit unit value.



STEP 1: 

Report your utilities
1. Utilities are weighted by a course’s credit unit value.

2. Each student’s utilities are relative.
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STEP 1: 

Report your utilities
1. Utilities are weighted by a course’s credit unit value.

2. Each student’s utilities are relative.

3. Sections assigned “0” utility cannot be added to a schedule.

With the exception of WHCP sections in the first year.



Utilities should be 

assigned across 

multiple sections of 

the same course…



Utilities should be 

assigned across 

multiple sections of 

the same course…
Course Course Course

ACCT ACCT611 ACCT612 ACCT613

FNCE (Corp Fin) FNCE611 FNCE612 FNCE614

FNCE (Macro) FNCE613 FNCE615

LGST LGST611 LGST612

MGMT MGMT611 MGMT612

WHCP WHCP612 WHCP615

Blocked Combinations



Utilities should be 

assigned across 

multiple sections of 

the same course…

…and multiple 

sections offered at 

the same time.



2300.00

2.75

2.50 credits fixed core
+ 2.75 credits flex core/electives

5.25 credits
+ 0.50 MGMT610 (Pre-Term)
____________________________________________

5.75 credits (Fall 2017)

2.50



2300.00

2.75

100
100
25
225

2.50





STEP 1: 

Report your 

preferences

LET’S TAKE A 

LOOK AT THE 

INTERFACE…

https://coursematch.wharton.upenn.edu/


Fall Schedule: Non Traditional Student
Fall

August Quarter 1 Quarter 2

MGMT610
Foundations of 

Teamwork and 

Leadership

MKTG611
Marketing 

Management

MGEC611
Microeconomics for 

Managers

STAT613
Regression Analysis

MGEC612
Microeconomics for 

Managers

WHCP 611/620* 

Management Comm/ 

Writing Requirement 

(.25 cu)

• Warren has never studied 

business before and does not 

have a strong quant 

background

• Plans to recruit in Real Estate

• Changing careers from 

education

• Would prefer a lighter course 

load for Fall at 4.75CU

LGST 612
Responsibility in Global 

Management

MGMT 611
Managing the Established Enterprise

Academic Affairs

20



Fall Schedule: Consultant
Fall

August Quarter 1 Quarter 2

MGMT610
Foundations of 

Teamwork and 

Leadership

MKTG611
Marketing 

Management

MGEC611
Microeconomics for 

Managers

STAT621
Accelerated Regression 

Analysis

MGEC612
Microeconomics for 

Managers

WHCP 611/620* 

Management Comm/ 

Writing Requirement 

(.25 cu)

• Sheryl wants to major in 

MGMT and maybe OIDD

• Plans to recruit in consulting 

so she would prefer to keep 

Q2 lighter

• Changing careers from ACCT

• Total CU: 5.25CU
OIDD 615

Operations Strategy

MGMT 611 
Managing the Established Enterprise

ACCT 612
Accelerated Financial 

Accounting 

Academic Affairs

21

OIDD 673
Global Supply Chain 

Management



STEP 2: 

Course clearing prices are established

Schedules are created

You will be assigned your best possible schedule 

given your relative preferences, budget, credit unit max 

and course clearing prices



STEP 2: 

Course clearing prices are established

Budgets
First-year = 4,000 tokens

Fixed Core deduction =

+ tie breaker

Second year = 5,000 tokens

Fixed CU Deduction Final Tokens

2.5 1700 2300

2.0 1300 2700

1.5 950 3050

1.0 600 3400

0.5 300 3700

0.0 0 4000





Weighted Utility Clearing Price Schedule
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90
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40
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Top Schedule Value:
360



Weighted Utility Clearing Price Schedule

100 1300.13

100 1842.51 X

90 0

90 0 X

40 0 X

40 0

70 2204.86

70 1713.09 X

60 1213.01 X

60 1576.9

30 1483.61

30 2318.4



Weighted Utility Clearing Price Schedule

100 1300.13

100 1842.51 X

90 0

90 0 X

40 0 X

40 0

70 2204.86

70 1713.09 X

60 1213.01 X

60 1576.9

30 1483.61

30 2318.4



Weighted Utility Clearing Price Schedule

100 1300.13

100 1842.51 X

90 0

90 0 X

40 0 X

40 0

70 2204.86

70 1713.09 X

60 1213.01

60 1576.9 ?

30 1483.61

30 2318.4

Schedule Cost:
5132.5



Weighted Utility Clearing Price Schedule

100 1300.13

100 1842.51 X

90 0

90 0 X

40 0 X

40 0

70 2204.86

70 1713.09 X

60 1213.01 X

60 1576.9

30 1483.61

30 2318.4



STRATEGIC ADVICE



STEP 3: Drop/Add

Sunday, August 13:
Course Match opens for first-year students

Monday, August 21:

Last day for students to make changes to their utilities

Course Match will close at 12pm (noon) ET

Friday, August 25:

Course schedules are released to students

Drop/Add “buffer period” begins

Monday, August 28:

Drop/Add “buffer period” ends at 12pm (noon) ET

Schedules released later that day

Drop/Add resumes on first-come/first-served basis per deadlines as listed in academic calendar

Tuesday, August 29:

Classes begin



Searching for Non-Wharton Courses

Interested in Non-Wharton course offerings? 

Use Penn InTouch to search!

https://pennintouch.apps.upenn.edu

https://pennintouch.apps.upenn.edu/


Searching for Non-Wharton Courses

https://pennintouch.apps.upenn.edu



Searching for Non-Wharton Courses

https://pennintouch.apps.upenn.edu



Searching for Non-Wharton Courses

https://pennintouch.apps.upenn.edu

Once you have found a course that you are 

interested in, e-mail: 

mbaprogram@wharton.upenn.edu

with your registration request.

mailto:mbaprogram@wharton.upenn.edu


Welcome to

COURSE MATCH

Simple, Optimal, Fair, Innovative


